William SOPER  (ca.1390-ca.1458)
of Southampton. Merchant.

Son of Robert Soper of Winchester and his wife, Clemency. (H.P.p.782)

1 = Isabel. (ibid.)

2 = 2 Jane, daughter of Thomas Chamberlain and widow of Richard Golde. 

(ibid. and H.O.C. IV p.405)


1413
M.P.Southampton. (H.P.p.782)


1414
He was accused of piracy. (ibid.)



M.P.Southampton. (ibid.)

         1416-7
Mayor. (ibid.)

  4 Jul.
1417
He and John Flemyng, clerk(q.v.), heard the action brought by John



Fauntleroy, the younger(q.v.), against Ralph Avery of Wells(q.v.) over



a debt of £100.



(www.discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk  ref.C241/219/77)

1419
M.P.Southampton. (H.P. p.782)


1420
M.P.Southampton. (ibid.)

       1420-42
He accounted as Clerk of the King’s Ships. (ibid.)


1421
M.P.Southampton. (ibid.)

       1420-42
Keeper of the navy. (ibid.)


1423
M.P.Southampton. (ibid.)

  5 Mar.
He was granted the office of keeper and governor of the King’s ships, under



the controlment of Nicholas Banaster.    (C.P.R. 1422-29 p.64)

         1424-5
Mayor. (H.P. p.782)

1427
M.P.Southampton. (ibid.)

       1429-30
M.P.Southampton. (ibid.)


1431
M.P.Southampton. (ibid.)


1432
M.P.Southampton. (ibid.)



He was commissioned to take mariners and carpenters for the repair



of the King’s ships. (ibid.)


1433
M.P.Southampton. (ibid.)

     Feb.1435
He was commissioned to buy for the Household 50 tuns of wine recently



cast ashore on the Hampshire coast. (ibid.)
     Nov.
Commissioned to provide carpenters, timber, iron etc. to make certain



ballingers. (ibid.)

     Nov.1436
Licensed to export 20 sacks of wool for his expenses. (ibid.)


1437
Pardoned. (ibid.)

       1437-46
Customer of Southampton. (ibid.)


1442
M.P.Southampton. (ibid.)

       1443-50
Serjeant-at-arms. (ibid.)

29 Apr.1447
Granted 20 marks a year. (C.P.R.1446-52 p.35)

12 Jul.
1448
On a commission to enquire into an attack on three Portuguese ships off



the Isle of Wight. (ibid.p.189)


1449
M.P.Southampton. (H.P.p.782)
21 Sep.1450
On a commission to arrest all goods and merchandise of Peter Baleston



of Southampton. (C.P.R.1446-52 p.432)

18 Feb.1451
On a commission to enquire in Southampton into attacks on Genoese



merchants, mariners and carracks. (ibid.p.441)
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